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DNA purification
The DNA was purified from extracted fluid from below the gel matrix of VACUETTE® Z Serum Sep Clot Activator tube using the QIAamp DNA Blood Mini Kit (Qiagen) as recommended by the manufacturer apart from dilution to 200 μl DNA was eluted in 50 µl AE buffer. A negative purification control was added using only the reagents from the DNA Blood Mini kit.
Vitamin D receptor SNP typing
The samples were typed for two Vitamin D receptor (VDR) SNPs,rs1544410 and rs2228570 using the iPLEX ® Gold kit (Sequenom). The PCR contained 2 µL DNA, 0.5µL 10x buffer, 0.8µL 25mM MgCl 2 , 0.1µL 25mM dNTP mix, 1.30µL 0.5µM primer (Table S1) (Table S6 ) was performed in a GeneAmp ® PCR system 9700 thermal cycler (AB) with the following conditions: denaturation at 94˚C for 30 sec. followed by 40 cycles of 94˚C for 5 sec., 52˚C for 5 sec., 80˚C 5sec., 52˚C for 5 sec., 80˚C for 5 sec., 52˚C for 5 sec., 80˚C for 5 sec., 52˚C for 5 sec., 80˚C for 5 sec., 52˚C for 5 sec., 80˚C for 5 sec., followed by 72˚C for 3 min..
